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Motherhood is a common motif in literature that depicts ideals of what a mother 

should be like. Women are forced into fulfilling their roles aw passive and angelical 

mothers within a private sphere. However, there are female characters that have chosen to 

fight against those who have wrong them, thus, assuming “male behaviors”. The presence 

of women as objects in the public and private domain shows not only the submission of 

the feminine but also its rebellion. Euripides’ protagonist in Hécuba is a woman that even 

though she is not able to escape from her destiny as a slave and as an object, she is able to 

reaffirm herself by becoming a righteous avenger for her children even though she is 

considered monstrous for doing so.  In the Volsung Saga, Gudrun is a woman whose 

identity is directly linked to her husband; once he is killed by her own brothers, Gudrun is 

forced by her kin into marriage. Gudrun rebels against his tyrant/husband and her 

murderous kin. In doing so, she engages in “monstrous” acts against her children and 

husband. In her story men around her force her to undergo many woes; Gudrun became a 

tool of men and women alike. The moment in which she becomes active and exerts her 

vengeance, she is immediately referred to as a monster. Her acts of King-slaying and 

rejection of her motherhood turn her into a threat. The rebellion of these women against 

the violence that was exercised against them and their kin links them to female 

monstrosity. The following work will analyze how female monstrosity consists of 

stereotypes that frame women into Others and how society constructs motherhood  in 

such a way that imprisons women into stereotypes and prejudice surrounding their 

condition as women/mothers and objects. The present work will also focus on the role of 

stereotypes in the bipolarization of motherhood in terms of a good mother and a 

monstrous mother. 

 

 

mailto:naciraortiz@gmail.com


 

Work Cited 

1. Aguilar, V. La Violencia simbólica entretejida en la enseñanza del derecho penal. 

San José: Universidad de Costa Rica. 2002. Print. 

2. Aristóteles. Reproducción de los animales. Madrid: Gredos. 1994. Print 

3. Ayres, J. Phillip. “Degrees of Heresy: Justified Revenge and Elizabethan 

Narratives” Studies in Philology. 64. (1972) 461-474. PDF file. 

4. Bourdieu, Pierre. La Dominación Masculina. Spain: Editorial Anagrama. 2000. 

Print.    

5. Clark, David. "Undermining and En-gendering Vengeance: Distancing annd 

___Anti-Feminism in the "Poetic Edda". Scandinavian Studies 77.2 

___(2005):Print. 

6. Cohen, J. (1996). “Monster Culture Seven Theses”. Monster Theory. 1996. PDF 

file. 

7. de Beauvoir, Simone. El Segundo Sexo: Volumen I Los Hechos y los Mitos. 

___Madrid: Ediciones Cátedra. 1998.Print. 

8. Gilbert, Sandra, Gubar,Susan. The Madwoman in the Attic: The Woman Writer 

and the Ninteenth-Century Literary Imagination. London: Yale University Press, 

1984. Print. 

9. Gildersleeve, Virginia C. "Brynhild in Legend and Literature."Modern 

____Philology  6.3 (1990): 17. PDF file. 

10. Poor, Sara S. "Gender Studies and Medieval Women in German." College 

___Literature. 28.2 (2001):14. PDF file. 

11. Rosenthal, Joel T. "Marriage and the Blood Feud in 'Heroic' Europe." The 

___British Journal of Sociaology 17.2 (1996): 10. PDF file.   

12. Santos, Alicia. Mujeres Terribles: Heroínas de la mitología Griega. Departamento 

de Filología Griega y Lingüisitca Indoeruropea. Madrid:  Universidad 

Complutense. N.d. Print. 

Biografía: 

Full Name: Nacira Ortiz Álvarez 



Degree: Bachillerato en Inglés, en proceso de tesis para la Maestría en Literatura Inglesa. 

Institution: Universidad de Costa Rica 

Accomplishments:  

Assited and participated in the IV Congreso Internacional de Lenguas Modernas Costa 

Rica 2014 

Assited and participated in the “XXIV Simposio Nacional de Estudios Clásicos, 

“Tendencia Bélica y Pacifismo en la Antigüedad Clásica Grecorromana” Argentina 2016 

Assited and Participated in the “Capacitación de Pedagogía, Lengua y Literatura Inglesa” 

Costa Rica 2016 

 

 


